
Tagese Tesema 

Introduction 

I was born in 1977. My hometown is in South Ethiopia, Kambata zone. My wife is 
Workenesh and I have three sons. 

Background 

My family were believers when I was born. First, my mother believed in Jesus Christ. 
Then my father also. All my other relatives and ancestors were not believers. But after my father 
and mother prayers for their unbelieving families, God heard their prayer and everyone began to 
believe in Jesus. Many of them are still servants of God today. God uses my mother always by 
witnessing for Jesus Christ to the lost, always and everywhere. But my mother did not learn in 
academic schools or Bible schools. So God gave her the grace of praying and obeying the word 
of God. I was the first son for my motherland she always prayed for me and loved me.  

My mother would always say to God “I will give you my son” and always prayed for me.  
God heard her prayer and used my mother. In time I did become a servant of God.  

I learned to go to church later, because for the first six years we had no local church in 
our area. It was far away and a great challenge for children. It was a bad situation. So before 
going to the church we would pray, teach the Word of God, and sing in our house. By our 
lifestyle I learned to hear and obey the Word of God.  

Ministry and Missions 

After six years, we went to the church and learned in Sunday Schools. At 12, I joined the 
choir and served in singing and prayer. In this choir fellowship time God gave a special message 
of calling for me, especially for missions. Then after the beginning in my local church, I served 
in the choir, youth ministry, student following, prayer team and home church fellowship. I was 
serving and God gave these ministries to me as a sign of his calling.  

In the local church I was first a leader of youth, then later of the whole church. After 
learning at the Bible School I was full time serving the church. In that time, I planted one church 
also. Then I pastored for three years and God gave me at that time the burden for missions and I 
wen to the mission school. I was praying for God to open the door and He did. My local church 
was not supportive and was not willing to let me go. The cause is not understanding missions, as 
well not having another pastor at the church. Finally, the church’s leader discussed it, asking me 
questions, and question is “Why is the church not supporting me for the mission school?” “You 
pay and learn.” I When I had their answer I left and came to the school of mission. God helped 
me in class and very really in the field for we had great challenges. Our field work was in the 
western Oromo region where I planted one church. I worked at making disciples, baptizing, and 
building the churches in that area. After that year I graduated. 

After graduation, my wife and I went to that area and continued the ministry. The EKHC 
Mission Office asked us to change and go to North Ethiopia, Tigray region. We went and worked 



at Axum University Student Fellowship. We evangelized and mobilized the students to reach 
other students. Then and now, this is a persecution area, they don’t want evangelists there. We 
also worked around the city in evangelism.  

Many listened to the Word of God and a few believed in Jesus Christ. IN the surrounding 
area in one Orthodox Church one priest and the families believed. We planted one local church. 
That priest is continuing today to teach God’s Word and baptize . When the students don’t listen 
to our Amharic, they do listen to him because he is Tigray and speaks their language.  

After three years, I asked to the EKHC to change mission filed and went to the Oromo 
region in central Ethiopia, especially Adama (city). We continued student ministry and 
evangelism in that area.  

Conclusion 

For me and my family, we praise the Lord for all these good things and the great privilege 
to serve him.


